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Be the voice of Zahra ! 
 

Zahra Bahrami, a Dutch- Iranian citizen has been held in prison in Iran since 27 December 2009. Zahra was 

trialled in December 5 2010. It has become more apparent that her execution sentence will be announced 

soon.  

 

Zahra Bahrami travelled to Iran to visit her family, and while there, she was arrested and charged allegedly 

with “Moharebeh” (which means enemy of God) and “acting against national security”. She was tortured 

and forced to make a televised “confessions” to admitting her charges. Forcing prisoners to make televised 

“confession” have been widely used by the Islamic regime to exert pressure, and to create fear amongst the 

prisoners as well as general public. Televised “confessions” were extensively used in 80s by the Islamic 

regime and also in aftermath of 2009 protests; most recently it was used in Sakine Ashtinai‟s case.  

 

Zahra Bahrami initially attended the Islamic court in August 16 2010 and was denied access to a lawyer. 

During the trial she repeatedly requested to have an access to a legal representative, but her request was 

ignored, and she was told that her sentence will be confirmed 10 days after the trial.  

 

The European Parliament resolution of 8 September 2010 on the human rights situation in Iran states that: 

“the Iranian Government reconsider Zahra Bahrami's case, immediately grant her access to a lawyer and 

consular assistance, release her or grant her due process; calls on Baroness Ashton, the Vice-President of the 

Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, to raise the issue of 

Zahra Bahrami's detention with the Iranian authorities”. 

 

Despite the international pressure on the Iranian regime Zahra is still in prison, and have not been allowed to 

have access to a lawyer or to have visit from her family. In an interview with Netherlands TV Ahmadinejad 

said that his regime will not accept Zahra‟s dual citizenship, and therefore Zahra cannot have the protection 

of the Dutch government. Zahra is a Dutch citizen, and the Islamic Regime must respect her citizenship. The 
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Dutch government should pressure the regime in Tehran to respect Zahra‟s Dutch citizenship regardless of 

her birthplace. Promoting and protecting the interests of Dutch nationals abroad is one of the core tasks of 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The responsibility to save Zahra‟s life falls directly into the obligations of 

the Dutch government. 

The only way to prevent Ms Bahrami„s execution is by exerting continuous pressure on the Islamic regime 

directly. 

Be the voice of Zahra! 
 

Take an action, be the voice of Zahra, by sending a protest letter to the address below: 

 

I express my strongest protest against the imprisonment of Zahra Bahrami. The Islamic regime must be put 

under pressure to free Zahra immediately.  

 

I am the voice of Zahra!  

Name. . . . . . . . 

City/country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Please send or email your letter to: 

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Uri Rosenthal 

Email form: http://www.minbuza.nl/en/The_Ministry/Contact_the_Ministry/Contact_us/General_questions_and_comments 

 

Navanethem Pillay  

High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Office of the United Nations High  

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

Palais des Nations , CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  

Fax: +41-22-917-9008 (Geneva) +1-212-963-4097 (NY) 

E-mail: npillay@ohchr.org 

Copy to: urgent-action@ohchr.org 

catherine.ashton@ec.europa.eu 

eastgulf@amnesty.org 

info@leader.ir 

You can also send your protest letters to the Iranian Embassy in your country. 

Please send a copy for our record to: freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com 

Sign our online petition in support of Zahra Bahrami 
http://www.petitiononline.com/zahra123/petition.html 
(This petition will be sent to Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Uri Rosenthal and members of European Parliament) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“I am her voice, I am his voice” is an eight-month-long campaign which has been organised by The Campaign to Free Political 

Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) to draw international attention to the situation of political prisoners in Iran. During this period, every 

week, the situation of a political prisoner will be publicised and we will ask people around the world to take an action in support 
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of them and to be her voice/his voice. This campaign will continue until June 20, 2011 when is the International Day in Support of 

Political Prisoners in Iran.  

This eight-month-long campaign is endorsed by: 

Mission Free Iran 

Peter Tatchell, human rights campaigner  

The Call ( Anjoman-e Seda) 

Youth Revolution Radio 

Organisation for the Defence of Political Prisoners in Iran (Kanoon-e Khavaran) 

Hambastegi Radio- Gothenburg- Sweden 

Malmö Radio- Sweden 

 

For more information visit: www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Campaign to Free Political Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) 
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