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Be the voice of Reza ! 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Reza Shahabi is a board member of Tehran’s bus workers’ union, and the union’s treasurer. He has been in 

jail since 12 June 2010 without any charge, for the sole reason of his union activities, for defending workers’ 

rights. 

 

Shahabi has been on hunger strike since 4 December to protest his detention. Until a week ago, Shahabi was 

even refusing to take liquids, and agreed to start to drink water only after a plea by a number of his fellow 

labour activists. Shahabi’s family, who recently visited him, described his condition as serious. At the visit, 

he was reportedly unable even to walk to the glass cabinet and had to be helped along by his prison mates. 

Reza suffers from a number of medical conditions, including back and neck ache. In addition, as a result of 

his general weakness, due to the hunger strike, he has taken a number of falls, resulting in bruises and a leg 

injury. He is being held in Ward 209 of Evin Prison, which is run by the Intelligence Ministry and is 

reserved for intensive interrogations and torturing of political prisoners to extract information and 

confessions. 

 

In an appeal to the world’s trade unions, human rights organisations and media, the family of Reza Shahabi 

have called for urgent action to get Shahabi and his jailed colleagues released. Shahabi is being held despite 

the fact that he already has a release letter from 11 October, and his family have secured the $60,000 bail 

which had been set. 

 

Shahabi is one of 6 leading members of the Union of Workers of Tehran and Suburbs United (Vahed) Bus 

Company who are currently in jail. The list includes Mansoor Ossanlou, the union’s President, who has 

already endured nearly 5 years in prison, and Ebrahim Madadi, Vice President, who is also going through a 

long prison term. They are all “guilty” of trying to build a union and going on strike in 2006 over pay and 

conditions. At that time, a meeting of the union was brutally attacked by the regime’s thugs who beat up the 

workers with chains, clubs and knuckle-dusters, and even tried to cut Mansoor Ossanlou’s tongue. In the 

strike that followed, over 1,000 bus workers were arrested, many were beaten up, some lost their jobs 

(including Shahabi), and their leaders were put in jail. 

 

Reza Shahabi and other jailed workers have now become symbols of resistance to an anti-worker repressive 

regime, which denies workers a decent livelihood, a human life, and their fundamental right to freely 

organise, assemble and strike. So be the voice of Reza Shahabi! Help us get Reza, all jailed workers and all 

political prisoners in Iran out of jail! 

 

Be the voice of Reza! 
 

Take an action, be the voice of Reza, by sending a protest letter to the address below: 

 



 
 

 

www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com                                                Address: BM Box 6754, London WC1N, U.K. 

freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com                                            Tel: +44 (0) 7572356661    

http://cfppi.blogspot.com                                          

I express my strongest protest against the imprisonment of Reza Shahabi. The Islamic regime must be put 

under pressure to free Reza and all jailed workers immediately.  

 

I am the voice of Reza!  

Name. . . . . . . . 

City/country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Please send or email your letter to: 

Navanethem Pillay  

High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Office of the United Nations High  

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

Palais des Nations , CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  

Fax: +41-22-917-9008 (Geneva) +1-212-963-4097 (NY) 

E-mail: npillay@ohchr.org 

 

Copy to: urgent-action@ohchr.org 

catherine.ashton@ec.europa.eu 

eastgulf@amnesty.org 

info@leader.ir 

 

You can also send your protest letters to the Iranian Embassy in your country. 

Please send a copy for our record to: freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“I am her voice, I am his voice” is an eight-month-long campaign which has been organised by The Campaign to Free Political 

Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) to draw international attention to the situation of political prisoners in Iran. During this period, every 

week, the situation of a political prisoner will be publicised and we will ask people around the world to take an action in support 

of them and to be her voice/his voice. This campaign will continue until June 20, 2011 when is the International Day in Support of 

Political Prisoners in Iran.  

This eight-month-long campaign is endorsed by: 

Mission Free Iran 

Peter Tatchell, human rights campaigner  

The Call ( Anjoman-e Seda) 

Youth Revolution Radio 

Organisation for the Defence of Political Prisoners in Iran (Kanoon-e Khavaran) 

Hambastegi Radio- Gothenburg- Sweden 

Malmö Radio- Sweden 

 

For more information visit: www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com    
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