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Be the voice of Akram! 

Be the voice of Zhila! 

 

 

 

 

 
Akram Zeinali (Neghabi), along with Zhila Mahdavi, another one of the Mothers of Laleh Park*, and their 

two daughters were arrested by security forces on the 9
th

 of October, 2010. Their two daughters were 

released on bail after 12 days imprisonment. 

 

Akram is Saeed Zeinali’s mother. Saeed was a student when they kidnapped him right in front of his 

mother’s eyes. They kidnapped Saeed and six other students. All from Tehran University, four boys and two 

girls; they were taken away 11 years ago, and there is no news of them to this day. No news of any of them. 

For 11 years, Akram has not heard news of her child. No indictment, no accusation, no lawyer or court 

session and sentence, no visitation and no answer! But Akram, like thousands of other mothers and fathers, 

did not give up on asking and searching and demanding an answer. Demanding justice and knowing the fate 

of her beloved child, is there anything more natural and more driven by human instinct? 

 

 

Saeed Zeinali, a student at Tehran University, was arrested after the events  

surrounding a barbaric attack by the Islamic regime on the Tehran student’s dormitory  

in 1999. To this day, there is no news of him and his fate.  

 

 

 

Akram is also one of the Mourning Mothers of Laleh Park. This is one of those groups that, in Iran, like any 

other place where dictators and despotic regimes kidnap peoples’ children, imprison and torture them, and 

make them disappear, is formed by necessity and by the force of human nature and instinct.  

 

It is an unbearable pain when they steal a child from the bosom of its mother, beat it bloody and take the 

child away, and after 11 years of nightmares and anguish and anticipation, begging and bribing and standing 

at the gates of every prison, bowing to every rapscallion mullah, jailer, hangman, torturer, interrogator, and 

prison guard; still, after 11 years, every second of which for a parent is a lifetime, there has been no news of 

the loved one! This is not a pain that a parent, mother or father can bear alone. This is a pain that, through 

this regime’s mass arrests and killings and nightly round-ups, has attained social dimensions. It is a pain 

shared by thousands of mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters. 

 

Akram is one of the mourning mothers of Laleh Park; Mothers of Laleh! She and other mothers of the group 

constitute a sorority of mourning mothers whose beloved children – student girls and boys; young human 

rights, child rights, labour rights activists – have been kidnapped from their arms by the Islamic headsmen. 

 

Akram is a mourning mother who, by participating in the Laleh Park association – by getting together, 

becalming the others, listening to their heartbreaking tales, talking about her Saeed, visiting those mothers 
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who under this pain have lost the strength of standing, by simply going – finds a human haven in this house 

of horror that the Islamic regime has forced upon thousands of Iranian families. The Laleh Mothers’ 

association is the “backrest” of mothers who, in their association, find the strength to demand answers and 

seek justice. 

 

Akram Zeinali(Neqabi) is not the first mother who, for only one reason – for demanding justice, for wanting 

to know the fate of her child, her loved one – has been harassed, beaten, arrested and imprisoned. The 

Islamic regime knows only too well that this association of Mothers of Laleh – merely by demanding justice 

in relation to the arrests, imprisonments, executions and disappearances of the children of this country – puts 

the entirety of this regime’s legitimacy under question, and limits the regime’s ability to continue arrest, 

imprison, torture and execute Iran’s children.  

 

The voices of the Mothers of Laleh are also the voices of the Mothers of Khavaraan and hundreds of other 

unmarked graveyards of the blossoms of this land. Their voice is the voice of all those who have in this past 

31 years, one way or another, suffered the loss of their loved ones at the hands of this murderous regime. 

Their voice is a reflection of the cries of all of those thousands of student girls and boys, a reflection of the 

voice of labour and human rights activists, of all activists who demanded rights and lives worthy of the 

name “human” for the women, men and children of Iran. Theirs is the voice of all those who, for the crime 

of being human, the crime of wanting a humane society for everyone on this soil, have ended up in the 

Islamic regime’s dungeons, have been tortured, killed, or disappeared all together. 

 

The existence of the Mothers of Laleh, along with all those who raise their voices, whether inside or outside 

Iran, are indictments against the Islamic regime of murder and crime. Their voices are an important element 

in keeping the names and memories of the fallen alive. They keep the files open on 31 years of the crimes of 

this regime. They threaten the Islamic regime’s existence. This is the reason why the Islamic regime 

unleashes its security forces and plainclothes thugs on them, beats, harasses, arrests, jails and tortures them; 

fabricates accusations and manufactures and propagates nonsense and disseminates lies; and accuses them of 

having ties with the political opposition. The Islamic regime does all this to intimidate, frighten, and create 

an environment to suppress this, the most humane, the most genuine of all organisations, an association of 

mourning mothers for this, the most primitive of all demands: “Where is my child?  What have you done 

with my loved one?” 

 

By arresting Akram and Zhila, by jailing and physically and psychologically torturing them, the Islamic 

regime seeks to silence the voice of protest, the voices of thousands of mourning mothers, fathers, brothers 

and sisters demanding justice. 

 

Be the voice of Akram, the voice of Zhila! 

 
Campaign to Free Political Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) 

22/11/2010 

 

* Madaran-e Park-e Laleh (The Mothers of Laleh Park) are the mothers whose children lost their lives or have been arrested for 

taking part in the mass demonstrations against the regime in 2009 in Iran.  Soon after those demonstrations Madaran-e Park-e 

Laleh started gathering weekly at the Laleh Park in Tehran to protest against the imprisonment and torture of their loved ones. 

These gathering were repeatedly attached by the regime’s security forces regime and some of them have arrested. 

 
Take an action, be the voice of Akram, be the voice of Zhila by sending a protest letter to the address below: 
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I express my strongest protest against the imprisonment of Akram Zeinali (Neghabi) and Zhila Mahdavi, 

two of the Mothers of Laleh Park in Iran. The Islamic regime must be put under pressure to free Akram and 

Zhila immediately. The attack against the families of political prisoners in Iran must be stopped 

immediately. 

I am the voice of Akram and Zhila!  

 

Name. . . . . . . . 

City/country . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

 

Please send or email your letter to: 

Navanethem Pillay 

High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Office of the United Nations High  

Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)  

Palais des Nations  

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland  

Fax: +41-22-917-9008 (Geneva) +1-212-963-4097 (NY) 

E-mail: npillay@ohchr.org 

 

Copy to: urgent-action@ohchr.org 

catherine.ashton@ec.europa.eu 

eastgulf@amnesty.org 

info@leader.ir 

You can also send your protest letters to the Iranian Embassy in your country. 

 

Please send a copy for our record to: 

freepoliticalprisoners@gmail.com 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“I am her voice, I am his voice” is an eight-month-long campaign which has been organised by The Campaign to Free Political 

Prisoners in Iran (CFPPI) to draw international attention to the situation of political prisoners in Iran. During this period, every 

week, the situation of a political prisoner will be publicised and we will ask people around the world to take an action in support 

of them and to be her voice/his voice. This campaign will continue until June 20, 2011 when is the International Day in Support of 

Political Prisoners in Iran.  

This eight-month-long campaign is sponsored by: 

Mission Free Iran 

The Call ( Anjoman-e Seda) 

Youth Revolution Radio 

For more information visit: www.iranpoliticalprisoners.com    
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